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Lyle Lovett and Chris Isaak  
in Kit Carson Park  BY HAVEN LINDSEY

On July 3, as part  
of the Taos Summer 
Music Series, Lyle 
Lovett and his Large 
Band will join Chris 
Isaak and the band 
he has played with 
for nearly 40 years, 
in what will likely be 
a legendary perfor-
mance between the 
two headliners. 

Chris Isaak

Lyle Lovett



    JUNE 30 – JULY 6, 2022   |   TEMPO        19

T
O SOME, it may seem that Lovett, the horseman and Texan luminary 
known for being a musical genre trailblazer who has been to Taos 
many times, and Isaak, the surfer and multi-talented California musi-
cian, actor, and star of his own critically acclaimed television series 
who will visit Taos for the first time, are as different as night and day. It 
turns out with similar ethics, curiosities about the nuances of life, and 
humilities that run deep, the two are about as different as night and a 
little later that same night. 

Friends for years, a live stream performance during the pandemic 
shutdown led them to the 21 co-headlined shows currently on their summer 
schedule. I caught up with Isaak as he was preparing to leave on his tour that runs 
through August 18. Affable and unassuming, he humorously described the chal-
lenge we have all experienced before leaving on a trip. “I’ve got stacks of clothes all 
over the room right now. I’m trying to decide what to take.”

As Lovett traveled to Mesa, Ariz., the second show in a tour that will culminate on 
his home turf of Houston, Texas (Aug. 27), he talked with me about the July 3 show. 

“I’ve been in Taos many times and I’m excited to be back. Northern New Mexico 
doesn’t feel like any other place. You can’t go there without something changing a 
part of you. There’s something about the land, the people and the spirit. You can 
feel it.” 

Lovett’s new album, “The 12th of June,” was recorded in 2019, “but the pandemic 
got in the way,” he explained. “This record represents the spectrum of my work over 
the years. I’ve played with The Large Band and in smaller, more intimate arrange-
ments, and this represents all of those things.” Indeed, the compilation speaks to 
a wide range of experiences. Some songs showcase Lovett’s dry wit, others feature 
the iconic Francine Reed (who has since retired), and the title song of which there 
is deep meaning and reflection, has already been deemed by critics as an instant 
classic. 

A song he penned in 2007, however, may provide more insight to the reflective side 
of Lovett, a part that is more main course than side. In “South Texas Girls,” he sings, 

“…and I didn’t know what the words meant or anything,” yet by the end of the song-
story about the memories sewn in childhood and the wisdom that one day results, 

“…and now that I know what the words mean and everything, I am still singing.” In 
some ways, “The 12th of June” represents the circle of life with all the ingredients 
that make for a purposeful existence and evolvement to the understanding of what 

“the words mean and everything.”

Isaak will soon have a new album out, one that is more of the seasonal variety. “The 
last couple of months, I’ve been in the studio recording a Christmas album. I’ve 
written eight new songs. Christmas was always a big deal to my family when I was 
growing up. We didn’t always have a lot, but my mom made sure we had a nice 
holiday. To this day, I like Christmas.” 

At their collective core, Lovett and Isaak are storytellers, which is why their music 
and lyrics resonate with so many. Their music feels a bit like home, as in a state of 
mind, more so than a proverbial address. It is precisely that commonality that both 
artists revere. “It’s the story that comes first,” explained Isaak about his songwriting 
process. “I usually come up with one line and that sparks the story, and then the 
song comes together.” Lovett, too, has a strong connection to home and his music 
helps people feel. 

With a pandemic shutdown in the rearview mirror, the repository of songs that the 
two headliners have to select from is immense. We will no doubt hear songs from 

Lovett’s new album, along with favorites that his fans frequently request. “People 
surprise me in the best ways all the time,” Lovett explained as he talked about his 
captivating style with his audiences. “It makes the show interesting. Audiences have 
a tremendous impact on how the show feels and can inspire all sorts of energy.” 

Isaak has his own style of performing, which he explained may not be quite as en-
gaging as Lovett. “The shows we do together will be fun. Lyle engages his audiences 
and I really admire that. I’m sure we’ll play a song or two together, but it’s not some-
thing we’ve planned in advance. All the great planning in the world can happen and 
then the songs tell us what to play.”

The nearly identical response to one particular question posed to both was as if they 
had planned it ahead of time. Realizing the depth of the off-stage harmony they 
share, Lovett laughed, “no, we did not rehearse our answers.” The question posed 
for audiences who might like a sneak peek behind the curtain: Are there pre-show 
rituals, any superstitions? Their collective response was, “no.” Both have routines 
of sound checks and preps and, just before the show, they thank their respective 
bandmates for coming and get set to enjoy the pending moment. On stage, Lovett 
and Isaak play dual roles: musician and fan. “I’m having a ball up there, singing, 
listening to my band. That’s why you’ll see me smiling. I’m happy being a fan,” ex-
plained Isaak. Lovett feels the same thing. “I’ve gotten to work with some of the best 
musicians in the world,” he shared. “I’m playing on stage with legends and I get to 
be a fan too.”

Both interested and interesting, the headliners/fans know they’ll soon play in  
the state recognized as the chili capital of the world. I had to ask on behalf of all us, 

“Red, green, or Christmas?” “I’ve never met a chili 
I didn’t like,” panned Lovett, “but I probably get 
green more than anything else.” Isaak’s response 
was not surprising, having already expressed 
his affinity for Christmas. “Sign me up for 
Christmas, I don’t want to miss out on anything.” 
Both plan to imbibe in their chili of choice while 
they are in the Land of Enchantment.
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Kit Carson Park. Tickets are  
still available at taos.org/music. 
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